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The One Health concept emerged over 50 years ago to bridge veterinary,
environmental and human health to each other. Since then, the concept has evoloved,
but the core concept remains the same: a transdisciplinary approach to advance health
for humans, animals, and the environment. Colorado State University’s One Health
Institute (OHI) works to solve complex problems at this intersection through research,
training, outreach, and advocacy. The CSU OHI welcomes conversations and
partnernerships to address One Health needs globally.

In that spirit, as Research Associate Dean in the College of Veterinary Medicine
and Biomedical Sciences at CSU, I am delighted and humbled to be invited to the
opening ceremony of the Hokkaido University One Health Research Center (OHRC).
CSU is proud of our historical partnerships with Hokkaido University. We are
honored that Dr. Gen Kato generously contributes to programs that bring our two
universities together. In 2017, CSU signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Hokkaido University to host undergraduate veterinary students from Hokkaido at the
CSU Veterinary School as part of the International Veterinary Exchange Program.
IVEP has been very sucessful and popular with CSU faculty and staff. The CSU Gen
Kato Fund also supported the translation of CSU’s Virtual Reality Anatomy platform
into Japanese. CSU and HU also actively exchange students in various field including
infectious diseases and clinical sciences at graduate school level. From 2017, CSU has

accepted a total of 8 graduate course students from HU, and HU has accepted 2



graduate course students from CVMBS, CSU, as a short-term intern for several weeks
to a month.

So now, at the advent of the opening of Hokkaido University’s new OHRC, I
am grateful to join in celebrating this great achievement. We look forward to expanding
our collaborations to link our One Health centers in synergistic partnerships to advance

the health of our people, animals and the planet that we share.
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