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to research projects that spanned multiple disciplines, which will be beneficial for future 

collaboration. 

Research and policy development: my involvement in research activities focused on 

African swine fever (ASF) genomic analysis has provided insights that could potentially inform 

evidence-based policies and interventions for ASF vaccination. By contributing to research 

efforts at ACDP, I am playing a role in advancing our understanding of ASF dynamics and 

facilitating the development of effective strategies for ASF prevention and control. 

Capacity building and education: my internship at ACDP has provided me with the 

opportunity to work within a high-containment facility, gaining hands-on experience in 

pathogen handling. Additionally, participation in meetings and conferences has allowed me to 

share knowledge and expertise gained contributing to the education and training of others in 

the field. 

5. Advice for your junior fellows

Set your goals clearly: Before starting your internship, define your goals. Whether you are 

gaining specific skills, exploring a particular field, making professional connections, or 

something else, having clear goals will guide your efforts. 

Be proactive and expand your network: Have a conversation with your supervisor or 

mentor to discuss expectations for the internship. Take initiative and seek out opportunities to 

connect with the desired institutes or organisations for your internship using your social media 

network (ResearchGate, Linkedln, Google Scholar, Meledy, etc.). 

Building your academic relationships at the University: Take advantage of networking 

opportunities within the organization. Connect with colleagues and attend Faculty or University 

events. 

Be professional: maintain a professional demeanour at all times. 

Last but not least, think carefully, work hard, be patient, and hold onto your beliefs. 
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